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 Concerns and Recommendations Sub HB 7 

Adoption Reform 
                      
 
The Catholic Church in Ohio has a long-standing history of facilitating adoptions and accepting 
permanent surrenders. 
 

The diocesan adoption directors struggled with the proposed open record provisions in this bill.  
There was a strong acknowledgement and affirmation that, in most cases, providing adopted adults 
access to their original birth certificate is not only good practice, but also the right thing for which to 
strive. The struggle was over the competing rights of the birth parents and retroactively opening the 
records. 
 

Most diocesan directors were very concerned that between 1964 and 1996 agency policies 
followed state law and informed birth parents that their anonymity would be protected and the 
original birth certificate of their child would be sealed.  The directors also felt that in 1995 the State 
enacted a reasonable compromise that created the current mutual registry and the “open unless 
closed” prospective provisions.  This compromise recognized the competing rights of both the birth 
parent and the adopted person, the potential legal difficulties of retroactively opening records and 
the importance of seeking mutual consent.  
 

THE CATHOLIC CONFERENCE OF OHIO PROPOSES THE FOLLOWING: 
 

1. MAINTAIN THE CURRENT “OPEN UNLESS CLOSED” PROVISIONS IN CURRENT LAW; 
 

2. ADAPT THE CURRENT REGISTRY SYSTEM FOR THOSE ADOPTIONS BETWEEN 1964 
AND 1996 INTO AN ACTIVE TIME-LIMITED INTERMEDIARY SYSTEM 

  
Adopted adults would contact the newly revised state registry program to request that they be 
provided their original birth certificates with all information included. The state would have 18 
months to make its best effort to locate the birth parent(s) to obtain either an approval for 
disclosure of their identity, or the birth parent’s request for nondisclosure of their identity. If the 
state cannot locate the parent(s) within the 18 months, then the birth certificate with all information 
included would be released to the adopted person or the authorized person requesting the 
information.  (This proposal was adapted from the Catholic Conference of New Jersey). 

 

3. ASSURE THAT POST ADOPTION CONTRACTS REMAIN OPTIONAL AND THAT 
PROVISONS ASSURE THAT THE PERMANENCY OF THE ADOPTION CANNOT BE 
CHALLENGED. 
 

4. MAINTAIN PROVISIONS REGARDING TRAINING, EDUCATION AND FOSTER AND 
ADOPTIVE ASSESSMENTS. 
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Sub HB 7 Legislative Summary 

Adoption Reform 
 
 
ACCESS TO ADOPTION RECORDS 
 
• Eliminates the three-tiered system that determines how adoptees obtain identifying information 

about their birth families, and creates one system under which any adult adoptee, adoptive 
parent, or lineal descendant may access the contents of the adoptee's adoption file regardless 
of whether the adoption file was previously closed under the law or by action of a birth parent. 

   
OPEN ADOPTIONS 
 
• Provides for an open adoption to be arranged by a post-adoption contact agreement rather 

than an open adoption agreement. Eliminates a prohibition against an open adoption being 
binding or enforceable and requires a probate court to enforce, modify, or terminate a post-
adoption contact agreement under certain circumstances. 

 
OTHER ADOPTION PROVISIONS 
 
• Adds the birth mother's living expenses (up to $3,000) incurred during pregnancy and up to two 

months after the child is born to the payments that may be made in connection with a child's 
permanent surrender, placement, or adoption. 

 
• Requires the Director of Job and Family Services to adopt rules aligning the adoption and 

foster care home study content, time periods, and processes."  
 
• Provides, generally, that an interlocutory order of adoption is to become final not less than six 

months and not more than one year from the date of the adoptee's placement in the adoptive 
home rather than the date of the order's issuance. 

 
• Requires certain programs to emphasize adoption as an option for unintended pregnancies. 

 
• Requires the Department of Job and Family Services to establish a Child-Centered 

Recruitment Task Force and details the function, members, and expiration date of the Task 
Force. 

 


